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7th International Conference on Igbo Studies

Theme: Omenala Igbo: Igbo Language and Culture: Toward Renewal and New Frontiers

Conference Program

April 3-4, 2009

Howard University, Washington DC, USA

PROGRAM 
Howard University Law School Campus (West Campus) 
2900 Van Ness Street, NW, 3rd Floor, Holy Cross Hall
Washington, DC 20008

April 3, Friday

10:30am-6pm: Registration

11:30am: Call to Order: Moderator: Chris Aniedobe, Conference Publicity Secretary

11:35:  Opening Remarks: Ernest Uwazie, Conference Chair

11:45: Welcome Remarks:

Nkiru Nzegwu, ISA Chair.

Cudore Snell, Dean, School of Social Work, Howard University 
11:55am-12: 10pm: Lunch: Book Presentation: They Lived Before Adam--Pre-Historic Origins of The Igbo; The Never Been Ruled Catherine Acholonu; Adindu Agoha; Eddy Olumba & Ajay Prabhakar, The Catherine Acholonu Research Center for African Cultural Sciences Abuja, Nigeria
Moderator: Kanayo Odeluga, Igbo Studies Association.

12:10-1pm: Lunch provided courtesy of Conference Planning Committee and Member Donors 

1-3pm: Concurrent Session I

A: Religion and Culture: Change and Continuity

Chair:  John Ukawuilulu, Bethune- Cookman College, Daytona Beach, Florida

Slaughter of the Gods: Who will remember the Igbo story?

Sabine Jell-Bahlsen, Ogbuide Films, New York
Agwu – The Igbo God of Medicine and Divination

Jude C. Aguwa, Mercy College, New York

In Igbo Concept of “Chi”: Towards a Recovery of Equal Value of Persons in Contemporary Igbo Society, Caroline N. Mbonu, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California

Chi and Eke in Traditional Igbo Thought, Chukwuma Azuonye, University of Massachusetts, Boston

Igbo Religion and Change: Towards Identification of New Frontiers for Survival

Emma O. Inyama, Imo State University, Owerri, Nigeria

Omenala Igbo: Discursive Space and Cultural Memory in Igbo Culture, Anthonia Kalu, The Ohio State University, Columbus

B: Igbo Language and culture: challenges and prospects

Chair, Apollos Nwauwa, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio

Oge Nri bu Nri: A New Chronology for the Nri Polity

Douglas B. Chambers, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg
The Proverb as the Epistemological Nexus of Igbo Speechcraft

T. Obinkaram Echewa, West Chester University, West Chester, Pennsylvania

Socio-Historical and Allied Factors in the Decline of the Spoken Use of Igbo Language, Zebulon S.C. Okoye, University of Jos, Nigeria/Izu Umunna, Jos

Student Motivation for Studying Igbo at Universities in the U.S.

Rachel R. Reynolds, Drexel University, Philadelphia 

To Eat or Not to Eat: Achebe and the End of Proverbs

Obiwu, Central State University, Wilberforce, Ohio

3:00-3:10: Break; refreshments provided.

3:10-4:20pm: C: A Roundtable on Igbo Discourse: Tradition and modernity (Okwu Igbo: Ochie 
Chair: Obiora Udechukwu, St Lawrence University, Canton, NY

Presenters: Obiora Udechukwu, St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY
Emmanuel Obiechina, University of Nigeria, Nsukka
Chukwuma Azuonye, University of Massachussetts, Boston
Phanuel Egejuru, Loyola University, New Orleans,

Omaa Chukwurah-Orezabo, Housatonic Community College, Bridgeport, CT

Paul Onovoh, University of Bayreuth, Germany

4:20-5:45pm:  D: A Committee Report/Action on the Feasibility of the Proposal for Igbo Studies Endowment/Center, Ernest Uwazie(Chair), Kanayo Odeluga(Co-Chair), Douglas Chambers; Chinyere Odeluga; Sabine Jell Bahlsen;  Ejikeme Obasi 

Chair: Chudi Uwazurike, City University of New York, NY
5:45-7pm: ISA Meeting – Chair: Nkiru Nzegwu
ISA Election 

 April 4, 2009, Saturday

8:20am: Registration contd.

Morning/Afternoon Refreshments Provided: Courtesy of Conference Planning Committee
8:30am-10: 30 am: Concurrent Session II

E: Igbo Health, Conflicts and leadership 

Dibia: Exploring Indigenous Igbo Healing System

Kanayo Odeluga, Igbo Studies Association

Harmful Traditional Practices Affecting The Health of Women and Children in Igboland, Iheanachor Ozichi, Ministry of Health, Owerri, Nigeria

Igbo Proverbs in a Conflict Situation: The Case of Anambra State

Chris Ebighgbo, University of Benin, Nigeria

 Prelude to Secession and War: The Nigerian Census Crisis, 1962-1963

Godfrey Uzoigwe, Mississippi State University, Starkville

The Imperatives of Leadership and Value Systems in Contemporary Igbo Nation, 

Eddy Onuoha, Izu Umunna, Jos, Nigeria

Nationalism: ThePath to Igbo Cultural Renaissance, M.O. E.N.E, Seton Hall University, New Jersey

Chair: Michael Mbanaso, Howard University, Washington, DC

F: The Igbo Culture: toward renewal and adaptation

Chair: Anthonia Kalu, The Ohio State University, Columbus

Culture and Education: The Significance of Names in Igboland

Emeka Williams Obiozor, Bloomsburg University, Pennsylvania

Rekindling Cultural Consciousness Among the Igbo

Iwu Ikwubuzo, University of Lagos, Nigeria 

Toward Igbo Cultural Renaissance, Onwuneme Dom, Anambra State University, Igbariam Campus, Nigeria

Survival of Omenala Igbo in Post modernity, Maduawuchi Ogbonna
Church of St. Peter, Monticello, New York

There’s got to be a tortoise in it: That is in an Igbo Folktale 

J. Akuma-Kalu Njoku, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green 

Adiele Afigbo and the Development of Igbo History and culture, Gloria Chuku, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Baltimore, Maryland.

Socialization and the preservation of Igbo cultural heritage: A new perspective, Appolonia Nwosu, University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

10:30am-11: 30am: G: Keynote:  A Snap Shot of the Bad Heath Condition of the Igbo Language Prof. Pita Ejioffor, Otu Suwakwa Igbo, Nigeria. Paper presented 

by Prof. G.N Uzoigwe, Mississippi State University, tarkville.

Chair: Nkiru Nzegwu, Igbo Studies Association

11:30am-12pm: H: In Memory of our fallen heroes: Profs. Ogbu Kalu and Adiele Afigbo
A Tribute to Ogbu Kalu by Chima Korieh:

A Tribute to Adiele Afigbo by Apollos Nwauwa
Select remarks

Moderator: Ernest Uwazie

12-1pm: Lunch: Provided courtesy of Conference Planning Committee and Member Donors

12 30pm-1pm; luncheon viewing of a documentary   “Are the Igbos Jews? Two Jews Three Opinions” by Daniel Lis, University of Basil, Switzerland
1-3pm: Concurrent Session III

I: The Igbo people(s), culture and her diaspora

Chair: Chima Korieh, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Negotiating the Writer’s Individuality and Culture through a Language Code, Or, Language and Literature in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart

Ada Uzoamaka Azodo, Indiana University Northwest, Gary

Achebe’s Fathers, Obiwu, Central State University, Wilberforce, Ohio

Igbo-Jewish Nexus, Daniel Lis, University of Basel, Switzerland

Food-Reserve-Deficit Economy, the Nigeria-Biafra Civil War, and the Food Crisis in Biafra, 1967-1970, Chima Korieh, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

God’s favors upon the Igbo people, our use of them, Acho Emeruwa, The 100 Igbos, USA

Ohaneze Ndi Igbo” Value, dynamism and prospect, Cornelius Gogo, New Health Ways Co., Lagos, Nigeria 

J: Roundtable: The Role of the Media in Creating New Igbo Frontiers

Moderator: R. Chude Okonkwor, Moraine Park Technical College, West Bend, Wisconsin

Discussants: , Chuks Iloegbunam. Government House, Anambra State, Awka, Nigeria
R. Chude Okonkwor, Moraine Park Technical College, West Bend, Wisconsin
Pini Jason, Government House, Imo State, Owerri
Vera Ifudu, New York
Okey Ndibe, The Sun Newspaper

 3:00-3:10: Break; refreshments provided.

3:10-5:15pm: Concurrent Session IV

K: Special Youth Panel: What we mean when we say ‘Igbo Kwenu’,

Presenter/Chair: J. Akuma-Kalu Njoku, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green

L: Igbo Women, culture, language and religion
Chair: Gloria Chuku, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Baltimore

Igbo Female Singers and Freedom of Speech: Countering the Culture of Silence in a Christianized Igbo Society, Frances Ngozi Chukwukere, Imo State University, Owerri, Nigeria
Dehumanization of Igbo Woman: Evidence from Igbo Literary Genres,

Okediadi Nkechinyere Anthonia, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria

The status of women in Igbo economics/commercial enterprise, Ifeanyi Fiac Mmeremikwu, Imo State, Nigeria

Proliferation of Igbo names: An intrinsic technique in preserving Igbo culture, Bellarmine Ezuma, Howard University, Washington, DC

Protecting One’s Own: Enslavement, Oral history and the crisis of representation among Ogwa-Igbo, Dorothy Ukaegbu, College of Southern Nevada, Las Vegas.

Igbo, Ibo or Igboid? A critical review of the Igbo cultural and linguistic conflict, Carol Njoku, University of Nigeria, Nsukka

5:15-5:45pm: M: Concluding Address: The First Festival On Igbo Civilization: Lessons and Opportunities for Collaboration and Advancement, T.U. Nwala, University of Abuja, Nigeria

5:45-7pm: N: Conference Conclusion: A Communique: Conference Planning Committee

8pm-Midnight: Post conference reception:  Crowne Plaza Hotel, Silver Spring, Maryland 

With a Cultural performance by Christian Egboka Ebighgbo and Christian Onyeka Ebighgbo, Ichi Cultural Group, Nigeria.

Reception Drinks provided courtesy of Africa World Press, Trenton, New Jersey.  
Note: Presenters should plan to present their paper in no more than 15 minutes, with additional time allowed for Q/A---after all presentations.

Past Keynote Speakers & Conference Themes 

Prof. Pat Utomi, Ozoemena: Igbo Human Rights Experiences: At Home and Abroad, April 4-5, 2008

Dr. Sylvester Ugo ,  Ezi n’ulo: Concept, practice, values and history of the Igbo family and community, April 3-4, 2007.
Prof. Ogbu Kalu, The Rain and the Sojourner: Igbo Scholarship and the Challenge of Contemporary Igbo Experience." March 31 to April 1 2006

Prof. Emmanuel Obiechina  NKE ANYI BU NKE ANYI: Consolidating the Intellectual Harvests in the Field of Igbo Studies." April 1-2, 2005
Prof. T.U. Nwala  & Prof. MJC Echeruo, April 2-3, 2004

Professor Adiele Afigbo:  Future Directions in Igbo Studies, April 4-5, 2003

Conference Planning Committee:

Ernest Uwazie, Chair

Chris Aniedobe, Publicity

Mike Mbanaso, Chief Host

John Ukawuilulu, Protocols

Kanayo Odeluga, Outreach

Chima Korieh, Publication

Student Assistants:

Karren Lastimosa, CSU-Sacramento

Heather Edwards, Howard University School of Social Work

Charles Chukwuani, Howard University School of Social Work

Joy Muhamamd, Howard University School of Social Work

Kamalla McCain, Howard University School of Social Work

De’Orlean Claiborne, Howard University School of Social Work

Publications: Submit your papers in publishable quality, in Chicago manual to Prof. Chima Korieh: chima.korieh@marquette.edu 
Special  Thanks to 
Ernest Uwazie, California State University, Sacramento

Conference Chair, 2009 ISA Conference

Michael Mbanaso 
Howard University, Washington, DC, 

School of Social Work, E. Franklin Frazier Center for Social Work Research

John Obioma Ukawuilulu 
Bethune-Cookman University, Daytona Beach, Florida

Kanayo Odeluga, ISA
Chris Aniedobe, ISA
Chima Korieh, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Faculty, Staff & Students of Howard School of Social Work, E. Franklin Frazier Center for Social Work Research for conference support

The Center for African Peace & Conflict Resolution at California State University-Sacramento

Africa World Press, Trenton, New Jersey
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MISSION
To promote and encourage scholarship on IGBO history, culture and society in African studies as inaugurated and initiated at the African Studies Association (ASA) Confer​ence in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on November 8, 1999. To forge intellectual links and network with scholars, policy makers, and activists inside and outside NIGERIA. To participate actively and collaboratively in continental and global debates with interested organizations in Nigeria, the U.S. and other countries on issues specifically relevant correlated to Igbo studies. To work actively for the promotion of Igbo language with interested organizations and/ or institutions in diverse regions of the world.

OFFICERS
Chair: Nkiru Nzegwu, Ph.D. Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY 13902 607-777-2000

Secretary: Anthonia Kalu, Ph.D. The Ohio State University Columbus, OH 43210-1319; Phone: (614) 292-2114

Treasurer: Gloria Chuku, Ph.D. University of Maryland Baltimore County, 1000 Hilton circle, Baltimore MD 21250
MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to individuals who are interested in the issues related to Ndigbo. Membership is open to Igbo scholars everywhere committed to engendering and promoting scholarship in all disciplines in Igbo studies.

Registration fees shall be paid annually by all members the Igbo Studies Association. All members will be expected to deposit a $25.00 contingency fee. Dues are for the membership year January 1 - December 31. The differentiated levels of registration fees due and payable by members of the organization are as follows:

1. Individuals — Those persons eligible for membership who pay the annual dues set by the Executive Committee. Regular (Professionals and Scholars) - $25.00 Members based in Africa - $10.00 Students - $15.00 2. Sustaining - Those persons or organizations that elect to pay the annual dues for this class as set by the Execu​tive Committee.

If you are interested in renewing your membership or becoming a new member, please send your request with payment to the address indicated below.

Driving Directions

From the north (I-95 South): Take I-495West, take Connecticut Avenue exit southbound. Travel for about 4 miles, turn left onto Van Ness Street and proceed until you pass a mini-circle (round about). Continue straight ahead into the Howard University School of Law (West Campus).  While inside the campus, pass the two brick buildings on your right and bear left behind the new Law Library.  Park in any un-marked space behind the Library.  Facing the Library, walk towards your left (east of the library) and around the library to the brick building facing the library which is Holy Cross Hall.  Walk through the glass doors and take the elevator (if out of order, please use the stairs) immediately on your left to the 3rd floor of the E. Franklin Frazier Center for Social Work Research.

From downtown Washington, D.C.: take Connecticut Avenue northbound and go pass the Washington National Zoo. Turn right onto Van Ness Street (see above). 

From the Metro: take Red Line to Van Ness/UDC Station. Walk southbound on Connecticut Avenue, turn left onto Van Ness Street and proceed to Howard University School of Law (West Campus). Walking time from Metro is approx. 10 minutes. You’ll see apartments/condos on both sides of the street

ACCOMODATION

Crowne Plaza Washington DC/ Silver Spring MD

8777 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-589-0800

http://www.crowneplaza.com/dcsilverspring
 with IHG

http://www.cpdcsilverspring.com/ 

 with Lodgian

ISA member Conference price: $129, plus tax.

Transportation in Washington, DC

Remedy Sedan Service – (301)-233-2713  24hrs service

Baltimore Washington International Airport (BWI) - $60

National Airport - $50

Washington Dulles International Airport - $65

Union Station (Amtrak) - $35

These estimates are to the Hotel in Silver Spring

Please call (preferably 24hrs) in advance, before departure.

Limited home stays for some Nigeria participants maybe available upon timely request to either member of the conference planning committee.

Participant Email Directory
Acholonu, Catherine

unfacnigeria@yahoo.com
Agoha, Adindu

unfacnigeria@yahoo.com
Aguwa, Jude C.

JAguwa@mercy.edu
Anthonia, Okediadi Nkechinyere
nkyemeka@yahoo.com
Anyanwu, Ukachukwu D.
drudanyanwu@yahoo.com
Azodo, Ada Uzoamaka

aazodo@iun.edu
Azuonye, Chukwuma
chukwuma.azuonye@umb.edu
Chambers, Douglas B.
dbc39401@yahoo.com
Chuku, Gloria

chuku@umbc.edu
Chukwukere, Frances Ngozi
francegozi_chuke@yahoo.com
Dom, Onwuneme
chuksylvie4785@yahoo.com
Ebighgbo, Chris
ebigbo2000@yahoo.com
Echewa, T. Obinkaram

Oechewa@wcupa.edu
Ejiofor, Pita
pitaejiofor2@yahoo.com
Emeruwa, Acho

iemeruwa@aol.com
Ené, M.O.
egbedaa@aol.com
Ezuma, Bellarmine
Bellaezuma@gmail.com
Gogo, Cornelius

cgogo1961@yahoo.com
Ifudu, Vera

iloegbunam@hotmail.com
Ikwubuzo, Iwu
iikwubuzo@yahoo.com
Iloegbunam, Chuks

iloegbunam@hotmail.com
Inyama, Emma O.
emmainyama@yahoo.com.hk
Jason, Pini

iloegbunam@hotmail.com
Jell-Bahlsen, Sabine

Sabinejb@aol.com
Kalu, Anthonia

Kalu.5@osu.edu
Korie, Chima
chima.korieh@marquette.edu
Lis, Daniel
lis_daniel@gmx.net
Mbanaso. Michael

mmbanaso@howard.edu
Mbonu, Caroline N.
carombonu@yahoo.com
Mmeremikwu, Ifeanyi Fiac
ifeanyifiac@yahoo.com
Ndibe, Okey
iloegbunam@hotmail.com
Njoku, Carol

Srcarol2000@yahoo.com
Njoku, J. Akuma-Kalu
johnston.njoku@wku.edu
Nwala, T.U.
tunwala@yahoo.com
Nwauwa, Apollos

nwauwa@bgsu.edu
Nwosu, Appolonia

appoanelenwosu@yahoo.com
Nzegwu, Nkiru

panap@binghamton.edu
Obiozor, Emeka Williams
wobiozor@bloomu.edu
Obiwu
Obiwu1@gmail.com
Odeluga, Kanayo
kenenna88@yahoo.com
Ogbonna, Maduawuchi Stanislaus
ezemba73@yahoo.com
Okonkwor, R. Chude

iloegbunam@hotmail.com
Okoye, Zebulon S.C.
okoyezsc@yahoo.com
Olumba, Eddy

unfacnigeria@yahoo.com
Ozichi, Iheanachor
irene82ozii@yahoo.com
Prabhakar, Ajay
unfacnigeria@yahoo.com
Reynolds, Rachel R.
rrr@drexel.edu
Udechukwu, Obiora
obioraudechukwu@yahoo.com
Ukaegbu, Dorothy

dchinwenwa@yahoo.com
Ukawuilulu, John

ukawuilj@cookman.edu
Uwazie, Ernest

uwazieee@yahoo.com
Uwazurike, Chudi

chudiuwaz@aol.com
Uzoigwe, Godfrey
guzoigwe@history.msstate.edu
Conference Abstracts

Chima J. Korieh

Marquette University

The Iroko Still Stands: Professor Ogbu Uke Kalu—Scholar and Humanist


Professor Ogbu Uke Kalu, the Henry Winters Luce Professor of World Christianity and Missions? at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, died unexpectedly, after a brief hospital stay, on January 7, 2009. He was 66. He is survived by a wife Wilhelmina and four children: Edward, Stella, Jayne, and Patience.
I first met Professor Ogbu Kalu in 1997 when I was a graduate student at the University of Toronto. He was at the University of Toronto on a sabbatical leave. In those 11 years, Professor Ogbu Kalu remained one of the greatest inspirations in my life, a mentor, and a friend. I was frequently invited by Professor Ogbu and his wife to their temporary home in Toronto during his sabbatical at Toronto. I looked forward to those visits and my occasional task of barbing his hair. Even though sometimes I did not do a good job as a barber, he was always gracious with his praise for my skills as a barber. I came to love him as a human being but most importantly as someone who genuinely loved and cared about other people. 
Professor Kalu attended the University of Toronto. Graduating with honors in 1967, he began postgraduate studies at McMaster University where he graduated with MA in history (Summa cum laude) in 1968. He began doctoral studies at the University of Toronto in 1968 and obtained his PhD in history in 1972. His quest for education took him to the Institute of Historical Research, University of London between 1970 and 1972. He obtained Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1974. He was awarded Doctor of Divinity (DD) honoris causa in 1997 by Presbyterian College, Montreal, Canada.
Note must be made of his exceptional academic brilliance. He was awarded the Owuwa Anyanwu Native Authority Scholarship in 1958. Other prestigious awards and prizes include: Presbyterian Church of Canada Scholarship (1963-1967); University Teaching Fellowship, McMaster University (1967-1968); McMaster University Scholarship [Faculty of Arts, (1967). He was also nominated for Woodrow Wilson National fellowship at McMaster. At the University of Toronto, he was awarded The Waring Fellowship (1968-1969), University of Toronto Open Fellowship (1968-1969), Province of Ontario Graduate Award (1968/69-1969-70), and the Canada Council for the Arts Fellowship (1970-1972). At Princeton, he was awarded Princeton Theological Seminary Fellowship (1972-1974), Ecumenical Commission Research Grant 91973), and the prestigious Grier-Davies Award in Homiletics. 

He began his illustrious academic carrier in 1974 at the University of Nigeria where he rose to the rank of Professor in 1978 and was awarded the Vice-Chancellor’s Research Leadership Prize in 1986. He has served as coordinator, Humanities section, Division of General Studies (1976-1978), Director, Division of General Studies, 1978-1980, Member, Governing Council (1980-1984), Head of Department of Religion (1984-1986). He became Dean of the Faculty of the Social Sciences in 1980, and Director of Institute of African Studies at the University of Nigeria in 1983 and 1995/96.  He had been a member of the University of Nigeria Senate since 1976.

Professor Kalu taught at various institutions as a visiting professor. In 1987, he was Visiting Lilly Professor at Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA. The following year, he became the Visiting Professor for World Missions at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Seoul, South Korea. Between 1992 and 1993, he was invited to serve as Senior Research Fellow at the Center of the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World and Visiting Professor at New College in the University of Edinburgh, UK. He has served as a Charles Johnston Scholar and a visiting professor at Knox College, University of Toronto (1996/97) as at McGill University’s Presbyterian College and Faculty of Religious Studies. In 1997 he became a visiting Professor at Emmanuel College, University of Toronto. In 1998, he was appointed a Visiting Professor at Harvard Divinity School and Center for the Study of World Religions. 

In 2001, he was appointed Henry Winters Luce Professor of World Christianity and Mission at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, USA. As a resident of Chicago, Dr. Kalu was a member of Progressive Community Center – The People’s Church, where he worshipped regularly and taught adult education classes.

Professor Kalu was one of the most influential Nigerian scholars. He was respected internationally as a towering figure in the fields of Global Missions, African Christianity and Global Pentecostalism. From the early 1970s until his death in 2009, he provided leadership in theological education in Africa and expanded the boundaries of Church History. A prolific writer on a wide range of subjects, Kalu has authored or edited more than 16 published books including Divided People of God: Church Union Movement in Nigeria (New York, 1978); The History of Christianity in West Africa (London: Longman, 1980); African Church Historiography: An Ecumenical Perspective (Berne, 1988); Embattled Gods: Christianization of Igboland (Lagos/London, 1996); Power, Poverty and Prayer: The Challenges of Poverty and Pluralism in African Christianity (Frankfurt, 2000); African Christianity: An African Story (University of Pretoria Press, 2005), African Pentecostalism (2008); Clio In A Sacred Garb: Christian Presence and African Responses, 1900-2000 (2008); and over 180 articles in journals and as book chapters. One of his latest books was African Pentecostalism: An Introduction, published by Oxford University Press in 2008, which is already regarded by many as the authoritative work on the subject.

He served his field as a member of the editorial board of over 15 academic journals including Journal of Religion in Africa; Mbari: The International Journal of Igbo Studies; Ikenga; African Theological Journal among others. He was also editor of West African Religion (1975-1987), Religion (1977-1980), and Nigerian Journal of Social Studies (1979-1982).

He also served Christianity in many ways. He was the Secretary General of African Theological Institutions (Nairobi, Kenya) from 1970-1981; Chairman, Conference of African Theological Institutions (Nairobi, Kenya). Until his death, he was Secretary and Coordinator, Associations of African Church Historians and Member of the Governing Council, Spiritan School of Theology, Enugu, Nigeria. He was also a member of the Executive Board of Currents in World Christianity, University of Cambridge and chair of the Executive Board section on Evangelism and Globalism in 1998.

Ogbu Kalu was respected internationally not only for his scholarship but for his church leadership. He was a man of deep Christian faith and conviction and served as an elder in the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria.  I enjoyed every moment that I had the opportunity to sit down with him or speak with him. Going through some of my numerous e-mail correspondences with him over the past few years just reminded me what a rare human being he was. I still marvel at how he lifted up any one who crossed his path. I am grateful and blessed to have known him. But the most important thing to him had always been the family. My last conversation with him before Xmas he said: “Chima, congratulations of your new book. This has been a very productive year, but I hope you also have time for the family and doing your job in that angle.” This is the man, Ogbu Kalu. Those who knew him on a professional and personal level will miss him dearly.

Apollos O. Nwauwa

Bowling Green State University, Ohio

The Enduring Legacies of Professor Adiele E. Afigbo

The sudden temporal exit of Professor Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo on March 09, 2009 shocked the intellectual world of Igbo, Nigerian and African historians. Yet, as we have learned from various sources, Afigbo did not like to mourn, especially in a dramatic fashion. Therefore, it is proper for this eulogy to be reckoned as a celebration of his active and productive life as a teacher-scholar for that was essentially what he was. His legacies indicate that Afigbo was here, and he is still here!

Professor Afigbo was born at Ihube, Okigwe, in present day Imo State in 1937. He attended the Methodist Central School, Ihube before proceeding to St. Augustine's (CMS) Grammar School, Nkwerre, Orlu, Imo State, with an Okigwe Native Administration scholarship won in a competitive examination.  From St. Augustine's, Afigbo gained admission to study history at the University College, Ibadan (then affiliated with University of London), also with a scholarship from the government of Eastern Nigeria. With the help of post-graduate scholarships awarded by the university to the best graduating students, Afigbo was able to commence his doctoral studies, which he completed in 1964. It is on record that Afigbo was the first to be awarded a doctorate in history by the University of Ibadan in Nigerian soil.
Professor Afigbo held numerous academic and political positions. He was at more than one occasion the Director of the Leo Hansberry Institute of African Studies at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka; Chairman, East-Central State Committee on Chieftaincy Matters; Chairman, Imo State Sub-Committee on FESTAC 1977; Member, Imo State University Planning Council; pioneer Director of Research at the National Institute for policy and Strategic Studies, Kuru, Jos; Commissioner first for Education and then for Local Government in the Government of Imo State; Chairman of the Michael Okpara College of Agriculture, Umuagwo in Imo State; and Sole Administrator of the Alvan Ikoku College of Education, Owerri. As an eminent Nigerian, Professor Afigbo was honored with several awards including the Nigerian Academy of Letters, Order of the Niger, and the Nigerian National Merit Award. He was also inducted into many prestigious professional societies, and conferred with several traditional chieftaincy titles including Ogbute-Okewe-Ibe, Ogbuzuo, and Olaudah.
Delivering a citation on Afigbo before he delivered the Third Annual Ahiajoku lecture in 1981 entitled “The Age of Innocence: The Igbo and Their Neighbors in Pre-colonial Times,” the late Professor Ogbu Kalu, then Dean of Faculty of Arts at UNN stated: “Mr. Chairman, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, my task should be a brief one because it should not require a long speech to introduce a man who has been honoured with prizes, burdened with State and National duties, listed in various biographical dictionaries and honoured with the vice-presidency of the academic association to which he belongs.” By the time Professor Kalu ended his introduction, it was almost 7 pages short. As he concluded, “Professor Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo, the big drum welcomes you to the centre of the attention of your own people both for your past achievements and for the prospects of the future. Do a dance for us to the tune of your professional training.”
 That dance was the very powerful Ahiajoku lecture on the Age of Innocence in Igboland. Professors Ogbu Kalu and Adiele Afigbo were good friends; they were both intellectual irokos of whom the Igbo were proud. It is quite ironic that both Kalu and Afigbo passed on this same year, barely two months apart from each other.

For many of us, nevertheless, Professor Afigbo was an intellectual icon; what Igbo scholars would describe as an intellectual oracle, or iroko. He threaded on the heels of other eminent Igbo historians such as K.O. Dike, J.C. Anene, and Chieka Ifemesia. Just as Afigbo pointed to the aforementioned scholars as his role models who shaped his career as a historian, so did others after Afigbo viewed him as their archetypical historian. Indeed, he left his footprints on the sands of time.  I was personally inspired by Afigbo in a rather different but very special way. His dazzling career as a scholar on Igbo studies, British imperialism and its impact on modern Nigeria, especially the Igbo, was quite compelling and infectious. In a sense, I was his student despite that I neither attended Ibadan, his alma mater, nor Nsukka, his scholarly domain. Although he never knew this, my resolve to pursue advanced training in history was indirectly connected to him whereas my focus on the Igbo was directly related to his pace-setting inquiry.

While at high schools, class texts by K.B.C. Onwubiko, F.K. Buah and Adu Boahen were essential introductory texts on West African history, at the universities, it was difficult for history students to graduate without familiarity with Afigbo’s writings. Afigbo’s seminal works on the Igbo especially, The Warrant Chiefs and Ropes of Sand, had a profound impact on me as an undergraduate at the then Bendel State University, Ekpoma, in the early 1980s. These and many of his other writings became compelling reference texts for many of my generation interested in the history of Igboland, colonial impact and African responses. There is no doubt that my choice of research topic and resultant investigation of the chieftaincy tussle that rocked my hometown, Ekwe, in the former Orlu Province in 1978 was largely a localized extension of Afigbo’s works. This little local research, supervised by the late Professor A.C. Unomah, also formerly of the Ibadan School of History, ultimately won a prize at the university. Thus, a combination of Afigbo, Unomah and the research prize directed me towards history, Igbo history for that matter. It is salutary that the expanded version of that “little” research on the aftermath of the warrant chief system in Ekwe was one of the chapters included in the recent commemorative volume, edited by Toyin Falola and Adam Paddock, which was dedicated to Professor Afigbo in  November last year.

At the height of his scholarly accomplishments, Afigbo authored, co-authored and edited twelve books altogether, and published well over a hundred journal articles. Ndi-Igbo historians as well as those of Nigeria, Africa and the world held Professor Afigbo in high esteem. It was not by accident that the late Dr. Don Ohadike invited Afigbo to give the inaugural keynote lecture during the First International Conference on Igbo Studies in honor of Simon Ottenberg at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York in 2003. As it turned out, it was that gathering that gave birth to the current Igbo Studies Association (ISA). Both Ohadike and Afigbo left an impressive legacy that is now ISA. Thus, considering the body of works that Afigbo bequeathed to us, much of which are devoted to Igbo studies, the man and his ideas live on.  Professor Afigbo was an inspiration; his legacies will continue to endure. Adieu, great scholar! 

CHRIS EBIGHGBO


University of Benin

IGBO PROVERBS A IN CONFLICT SITUATION:

THE CASE OF ANAMBRA STATE

ABSTRACT

The judgment of the Election Petition Appeal Tribunal, at Enugu on Wednesday, March 15th 2006 upheld the ruling of the lower tribunal at Awka on August 12, 2005, that Peter Obi of the All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA), won the April 19th 2003 gubernatorial election in Anambra State. “It seemed an anticlimax for all the parties to the case” (Tell 200:26). Hence the Incumbent governor, Dr. Chris Ngige was out. Since the election of Dr. Ngige into office as the Governor of Anambra State, the State had never known peace. Where did the troubles arise? Was he the only governor that won the election the way he won? How did he rule for the past 2 ½ years? What are the feelings of the Igbo in the whole scenario? Finally, what standard and measures can be adopted to bring peace in Anambra State? The smoking wood has been removed; can the fire now burn well in Anambra State? (Anọpugo nku n’akwu anwulu; ka amalu na ọku ọ ga-enwu ọfuma). This paper stems from an artist’s looking mirror of “distortedness” of Nigerian Polity. Anambra State is the case study.

Cornelius Gogo
New Health Ways Co., Lagos, Nigeria

OHANEZE NDI IGBO: VALUE, DYNAMISM AND PROSPECTS
 

                                                ABSTRACT

 

This paper sets out to accentuate the rich cultural and linguistic values of the Igbo nation by investigating the initial set-up of the Ohanaeze Ndi Igbo. It shall evaluate the political dynamism strength and prospect of Ndi Igbo by reviewing the institution plans and prospect of the Igbo Nation. It shall examine also the challenges of Ndi Igbo both at home and in diaspora. This is to be accompanied by strategic proposals and suggestions geared towards vindicating the course of Ndi Igbo in both political, social, religious, cultural and economic arena.

CHRIS EBIGHGBO


University of Benin

CULTURAL PERFORMANCE/GALA NITE ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT:

The Igbo people are reputed for their cultural heritage. Dance, music and masquerades are part of their theoretical performances. Today, most musical instruments and their dances are being relegated to the background because of modernity and Christianity. The Oja flute music among others is mostly hit by this trend and younger generations are not interested to learn the art. This important musical ensemble is mostly used by Igbo people, either solo or group. It punctuated the flow of Igbo music as well as stirring up people into action when it sounds. It is this Oja, flute music; I want to bring down to Washington during the Igbo world conference as well as the gala night.

Carol Njoku


University of Nigeria, Nsukka

ABSTRACT FOR ISA CONFERENCE OF 2009

IGBO, IBO OR IGBOID? A CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE IGBO CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC CONFLICT

Srcarol2000@yahoo.com

This study examines the crisis of identity and value conflicts among the Igbos. It explores the level of break-down in the Igbo cultural and linguistic values and the debilitating consequences of these in the socio-cultural, political and economic life of the Igbo Nation. It equally investigates the Igbo cultural hybridity by analyzing critically the consequences of war and colonialism vis-a-vi their marginal influence in the linguistic, cultural and political life of the Igbos with regard to value system and nationhood. It is in this context that the economic, socio-political values and prospects of the Igbo nation are examined.

M. O. Ené


Seton hall university
Natural Nationalism: The Path to Igbo Cultural Renaissance

egbedaa@aol.com

Who are the Igbo? What are the institutions that sustain Ndiigbo? Can the continued cultural diversification among the Igbo at home and abroad be brought under a single cultural identity? What is Igbo culture? In this paper, the author examines aspects of Igbo cultural legacy (ọdịnàlà). Admittedly, no culture is static; but, in the history of humans, no culture has survived indiscriminate dismantling of its religious roots (Ọdịnànị), obliteration of its traditional tenets (omenàlà), and insensitive degrading of its linguistic legacy (asụsụ). The paper finds that while many nations are pioneering culture-enriching projects, such as language-specific keyboards and automatic speech recognition, Ndiigbo are yet to develop terms for modern technology. While identifying certain challenges confronting the preservation and propagation of Igbo culture, the presentation proposes a paradigm shift in Igbo national identity and calls for the establishment of functional institutions to advance the affirmative attributes of Igbo culture. 
Chima Korieh


Marquette University

Food-Reserve-Deficit Economy, the Nigeria-Biafra Civil War, and the Food Crisis in Biafra, 1967-1970

The story of the Nigeria-Biafra civil war is frequently told in many Igbo families. While the stories of the horrors visited on individuals are well known, the economic and social effects of the war, particularly for agriculture, have not been studied. The memories of men and women reveal that they starved and were desperate for food. The level of food insecurity and starvation was something that had not confronted the region before. Most parts of Igboland were what could be characterized as “food-reserve-deficit economies.” The war, despite its relatively short duration, left many households vulnerable and exacerbated the agricultural crisis that parts of Igboland were already facing because of population and ecological factors. Igbo subsistence farmers, in most cases, were unable to produce enough to meet their food requirements exclusively from their own farms. Subsistence levels also varied widely and were “nowhere very high,” W. T. Morrill noted for the Igbo. Although the unfavorable food outlook already endemic in some parts of Igboland did not lead to a food emergency as soon as the war broke out, the civil war fell upon the Igbo like an eclipse, judging by the experience of rural households. This paper examines the pre-war food economy and role of the war in exacerbating an already existing food production problem for most of Igboland.

Prof. T. Uzodinma Nwala


University of Abuja
ABSTRACT
First Festival on Igbo Civilization: Lessons and Opportunities for Collaboration and Advancement.
Thesis: - 1.       The Igbo nation is a troubled nation in the World today.

Nothing authenticate this more than “the story of the Igbo nation since the British amalgamation of 1914”
2.         Igbo culture and civilization is in a state of comatose. 

Nothing could authenticate this tragic reality more than the state of Igbo Language, the very medium through which this culture and civilization are articulated, expressed, stored (in oral, written or artistic form) and transmitted.        
3.         To alter this historically challenging state of affairs requires a monumental process of sustained social engineering.

Nothing could be more auspicious for a take-off of such a historical process of reinventing Igbo culture and civilization than the Golden Jubilee Celebration of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart
i.          Chinua Achebe, the renowned World and African writer, is an Igbo son, whose life – actions and values- mirror most eloquently the authentic Igbo spirit.

ii.         His epic novel Things Fall Apart and its siblings No Longer at Ease, Arrow of God, etc are all literarily about classical Igbo civilization, the story about the beginnings of its dislocation and corruption..

iii.        The Golden Jubilee Celebration of Things Fall Apart is an epochal event of a global and historical significance.   

  
The on-going First Festival on Igbo Civilization is marked by its comprehensiveness in terms of historical coverage of the totality of Igbo Culture and Civilization, especially the process of soul-searching involving various social institutions in Igboland, major activities throughout the Igbo-speaking areas and the Igbo Diaspora. It has taken the Igbo nation by storm. Everyone is desirous to identify with it. Our elected Executive Governors are too glad to host activities assigned to their States. The Owerri concourse, involving both the International Conference and the Ahiajoku Lecture delivered by the world-renowned literary icon, Chinua Achebe, marked the greatest assemblage, in recent times, of Igbos of various walks of life. The International Conference has come out in its communiqué with a road map and programme of action, drawing from the collective vision of many of the intellectual icons that participated in that Conference, for sustaining this historical process. Professor Chinua Achebe has left us with 

Harvest of Ideas from his Ahiajoku Lecture, an added inspiration in charting the future course.

 
 The initiative which began a few months before the 6th ISA International Conference in Washington, and which not only received ISA endorsement in the April 2008 Communiqué, but the involvement of ISA in its actualization, is an eloquent testimony of what could be achieved practically through sincere collaboration of all relevant forces in the struggle for the cultural emancipation and social advancement of our people. 

         

The Igbo Youths are astir, impatiently waiting to do their own at the Government College Umuahia on April 23rd to 25th, 2009. The Igbo women have readied their attire waiting to congregate at Aba in early May 2009, not for riot, but to celebrate the beginning and upsurge of Igbo Renaissance in the 21st Century, and to define their role in this historical process of reinventing their nation – her culture and civilization.

      . 


In one moment, the Igbo nation has begun to feel together, think together and act together.  There is no better way of defining this historical process than what the Catholic Archbishop of Owerri Diocese, His Grace. Dr J. V Obinna calls a process of Igbo Rectification, and what the Methodist Archbishop of Umuahia Diocese, His Grace Dr Rogers Uwadi calls a historical process of Igbo Renaissance. 

   

There has been nothing like it in Igbo history before. The first International public platform where the signal for this historical process was announced was the 6th International Conference of Igbo Studies Association held at Howard University, Washington in April 2008.. We may refer to the Communiqué of that Conference. It is only proper for this resume to be given here first, at the subsequent 2009 ISA Conference.

      


My Address will contain exposition of these fundamental principles of the festival, the process of their enactment, programme of activities, the facilitation by a network of national and international organizations, the hosting by Governments in Igboland and achievements. Since the events are still on-going, we shall just be fed with the journey so far!

 

CATHERINE ACHOLONU-OLUMBA

THEY LIVED BEFORE ADAM: PREHISTORIC ORIGINS OF THE IGBO, THE NEVER-BEEN-RULED
Catherine Acholonu. (Author)

Ajay Prabhakar (Co-author

Eddy Olumba (Co-author)

Adindu Agoha (Publisher’s Representative)

ABSTRACT 

They Lived Before Adam, is a 450-page publication just released in January 2009. It treats Igbo Pre-History from three perspectives Archaeology, Oral Tradition and Linguistics. A fourth perspective is anthropological fieldwork. It brings together into perspective, the work of Professor F.N. Anozie of the Nsukka Archaeological School with oral traditions of Old Idu and Kwa peoples of Southern Nigeria as well as Igbo linguistic traces beyond Nigeria and beyond the present time zone. The research that culminated in this publication was first presented before a public audience at the Comminity College Southern Nevada, USA in 2007 and in 2008 at the Igbo Studies Association Conference, Howard University, Washington D.C., USA. 

The book was compiled as a tribute to the Golden Jubilee of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and was actually presented to Chinua Achebe after his 2009 Ahiajoku Lecture in Owerri, Nigeria.

Daniel Lis


University of Basel, Switzerland

Igbo-Jewish Nexus

My PhD research project looks at interacting identitifications of belonging. It studies the strategies of judaising Igbo migrants from Southeastern Nigeria in Israel for recognition as Jews. It looks at their self-understanding and at their efforts to shape a discourse on the Igbos’ Jewishniess in Israel, which they encounter and with which they interact.

The myth that the Igbo population has an Israelite origin is a prominent one among the Igbos of Nigeria and the Igbo Diaspora. It has been mentioned by early and important Igbo intellectuals (Olauda Equiano, Horton Africanus ect.) more than 200 years ago. Outside Identification of the Igbos as Jews can be even dated earlier and reapear later again by missionaries and other groups. Drawing on these sources, judaising Igbos (who seek closer ties to World Jewry) have recently become more active in Nigeria and the Igbo Diaspora. At the same time, new transnational migrations have led to the (mostly undocumented) presence of Igbo migrants in Israel.

In Israel, the so-called „Law of Return“ allows every Jew to settle in Israel and obtain Israeli citizenship. Of the estimated 2000 Igbo migrants in Israel, a high proportion have tried to legalize their status in the Jewish state and to be recognized as Jews. Some of the strategies that have been used involve laying claim to a common ethnic origin shared by the Igbos and the Jews (i.e., an assertion that the Igbo represent one of the lost tribe of Israel) or by religious conversion to Judaism. This research examines the historic development of Jewish Identifications of the Igbos and an evolving discourse of the Igbos’ Jewishness in the state of Israel from a two-fold perspective. It is for one from the perspective of judaising Igbos and secondly from the perspective of the Jewish state, it’s institutions and changing society.

In my presentation I would like to present my current state of research, which is based on written sources and anthropological fieldwork in Nigeria, Israel and Switzerland as a paper (15 mn) and a self-produced documentary film (35mn).

A Report of the Igbo Studies Endowment Committee
Prof. Ernest Uwazie (Chair)

Dr. Kanayo Odeluga (Co-Chair)

Prof. Douglas Chambers (Member)

Dr. Chinyere Odeluga (Member)

Dr. Sabine Jell Bahlsen (Member) 

Dr. Ejikeme Obasi (Member) 

 

  The Igbo Studies Association (ISA) Endowment Committee was authorized at the November 14, 2008 ISA meeting in Chicago, upon acceptance of Prof. Ernest Uwazie’s proposal, to explore the feasibility of establishing a long-term endowment. The committee recommends that the purpose of the endowment would be to support an Igbo Studies Center (or Institute) at a U.S. college or university with the capacity (by personnel and infrastructure) to sponsor it. Further, the committee recommends that the envisioned Igbo Studies Center will be an affiliate of ISA. 

The mission of the proposed endowment and Igbo Studies Center/Institute is to establish a sustainable institutional, organized framework and focus for advancing and archiving ISA’s mission and objectives.

 

Key Objectives: 

1.  Create a formal Institutional home or administrative headquarters for ISA;

2.  Serve as a think tank for analysis and recommendations on critical issues affecting Ndigbo (Igbo people and culture);

3.  Develop and/or facilitate the development of proper/effective materials and curriculum for teaching/learning the Igbo language, especially among the youth in the era of information technology;

4. Research and publish critical studies on Ndigbo; 

5. Build and maintain critical linkages and alliances at home and abroad for achieving its mission and achievements;

6. Establish and/or support a depository or archives on Igbo studies, materials and documents.

 

Okediadi Nkechinyere Anthonia


Anambra State Nigeria

Women make up a substantial proportion of the Nigerian Population yet they have been grossly under represented in various careers thereby affecting adversely the nations socio-economic and political development. In a bid to integrate women and children into the development of a nation many ideas have emanated and this include the Millennium Development Goals. The literary world is not left out. Typical examples abound in Igbo literary works written by Igbo men and some Igbo women. Women are seen as second rate citizens and therefore should not be heard but seen. This work traces the traditional stand of Igbo woman, its present stand as reflected in most literary works written in Igbo Language.

Department of African and Asian Studies

Nnamdi azikiwe University, Awka

EMMA O. INYAMA

IMO STATE UNIVERSITY, OWERRI, NIGERIA


IGBO RELIGION AND CHANGE: TOWARDS IDENTIFICATION OF NEW FRONTIERS FOR SURVIVAL

Religion to the Igbo is a technology for survival. In it, nature and nurture have provided techniques of coping with time and space events. Religious beliefs and practices are the products of Igbo life experiences and interaction with their environment.

Out of these also came their theory of knowledge and ideas of reality. Igbo traditional religion has most times been bamboozled because some of those that studied it have done so through a western/Christian and modern scientific perspective. The result and conclusions from such studies have manifested erroneous and extraneous data that contradict the reality on ground. Auth-ethnography (the study of Igbo society and institutions by the Igbo) now demands a redirection, reconceptualization and explanation to the western-oriented imputations to Igbo life, culture, religion and survival. This paper is an effort at the new-age attempt to reposition Igbo culture and language. The study takes a peep into Igbo traditional religion through taxonomy of Igbo deities.

An effort is made to know these gods in Igbo pantheon, their functions and provenance. The coming and effects of European Christianity and other change-agents are examined. In explaining the dynamics of change in Igbo religion, the degree of resilience of the traditional religion is remarkable. Continuity has been the hallmark of Igbo change. The identification of these continuities and otherwise new frontiers of the survival of Igbo religion will be a major work in this paper. A typical example is the case of oracular religion and trade. In 1901, the British bombarded the Aro oracle and announced the "death" of the gods. In 2004, the Nigerian government rolled out its tanks and armory against the Okija shrine, just as many others litter here and there in Igbo land. The Christian religion, the arrowhead of the attack and change in Igbo religion has changed much itself and its meaning and effects on the Igbo redefined. Most of what now exist is doused in traditional philosophy and functionality. New variants of the Christian religion have emerged that are ossifications of traditional thought, theology and practice. The Pentecostal phenomenon has exemplary. Through some of such, this demonstrates that Igbo traditional religion has domesticated most of the foreign traits and clothed them in its garb to qualify them as authentically Igbo.

FRANCES NGOZI CHUKWUKERE


IMO STATE UNIVERSITY, OWERRI, NIGERIA

IGBO FEMALE SINGERS AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH: COUNTERING THE CULTURE OF SILENCE IN A CHRISTIANIZED IGBO SOCIETY

The widely-held notion of a typical African society is one in which women are believed to be subjugat4ed and forced into silence by the different patriarchal cultures to which they belong. There was the general belief that women were either unaware dot heir oppression or were complicit in their o9wn oppression l my paper explores the basis o these claims by examining the lyrics of the songs by women of Igbo of southeastern Nigeria. This examination is done under three important stages: the pre-western, the western, and the post-western Igbo. Preliminary observations from this study suggest that many of the songs in these three stages are like windows to the soul of the female singers, their socio-historical milieu, and the overall perceptions of women therein. By revisiting the issue of women’s silence and questioning the notion of this feature as Igbo culture-oriented, my study points out that women’s silence is a progressive consequence of new religion and culture society—dating from time of Christian and Western influence in Igbo society. Yet, at no time in history is this Christian-culture of women’s silence more challenged than the present times. As special reference point, my paper examines the lyrics of Igbo female singers and their subversive acts in favor of a fair deal in the contemporary world. This paper is a further contribution to an ever-evolving cultural dynamism and reification experienced by every society throughout the history of humankind, many of which have witnessed more rapid transformation in the New Age of information technology.

Anthonia Kalu 

The Ohio State University, Columbus
Omenala Igbo: Discursive Space and Cultural Memory in Contemporary Igbo Culture
This paper explores the value of literature about and by the Igbo written in European languages and in Igbo in contemporary Igbo life. Examining the burden of African and European histories for the writer, the paper claims that the successful Igbo writer has to be a cultural agent, a diplomat in the processes of initiating and maintaining communication between cultures. In this role, the Igbo writer has to be familiar with not only the cultures, but the nuances within each of the institutions of knowledge that inform her/his craft. For the creative writer, cultural memory deployed through narrative involves cultural translatability and historical interpretation. Using the works of selected Igbo writers like Pita Nwana, Chinua Achebe, Flora Nwapa, T. Obinkaram Echewa and others, this paper explores the nature of the relationships between Igbo/African literature, history and cultural memory in contemporary Igbo life.

IHEANACHOR OZICHI IRENE

OWERRI, IMO STATE.
HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRATICES AFFECTING THE HEALTH OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN IGBOLAND

ABSTRACT

Igbo women and girl-children remain the most vulnerable and endangered of all human species on the eve of a new millennium largely because they are still routinely subjected to a wide range of harmful practices, which undermine their basic rights and general well being. These practices which are often justified on cultural and religious ground include Female genital mutilation ( FGM) sometimes known as female circumcision, early marriage, child sexual abuse/labor, denial of access to functional education, sons preference, widowhood practices, violence against women, polygamy, Ewu ugwu ceremony, iwa-akwa etc, has had a more deleterious impact on women and girl than men folk and there is no single benefits derivable from the practices rather than exposing them to other risks such as HIV/AIDS/STIS, vesico vaginal fistula( VVF), excessive bleeding/ severe pains, shock, infections, urine retention, genital ulcerations, keloid and scar foemation. There are Psychological complications where victims feel incomplete, suffer anxiety, and become depressed, irritable and frigid. All these harmful practices is a form of violence against women and girls and also infringes on their human rights including the right to integrity as well as attainment of the highest level of physical and mental health. These paper is limited to female circumcision in igboland.

R. Chude Okonkwor


Moraine Park Technical College, West Bend Wisconsin

Abstract for a Round Table Panel on the role of the media in creating New Igbo frontiers 

            In discussing the power of the media in any form of development, the conventional wisdom is that the media may not tell us what to think, but they do have enormous power to tell us what to think about. The history of Nigerian nationalism is replete with the contributions of Igbo journalists and the print media in sowing the seeds of awareness and nationalism that toppled the British colonial hegemony. 

            Events before and after the Nigerian Civil war 1967 – 1970 tend to frame the Igbo in ways many of us would hardly recognize. It is time we tell our story rather than acquiesce in other peoples’ characterizations. The Panel will address the following topics:

1. The columnist and the shaping of public opinion.

2. The journalist as biographer

3. The electronic media, and 

4. The journalist as novelist.

T. Obinkaram Echewa

West Chester University

The Proverb as the Epistemological Nexus of Igbo Speechcraft

Abstract

 
The proverb is a touchstone of Igbo speechcraft, a structural nexus and fulcrum, rather than a lubricant, ornament or flavor enhancer, as it is often called.  Through analysis of spoken and written examples, my presentation will endeavor to show how skilled Igbo orators and writers employ the proverb not only as a “Reserve Currency” of speech and social interaction but also as a “Central Bank” of Igbo wisdom and culture.   

Iwu Ikwubuzo

University of Lagos
REKINDLING CULTURAL CONSCIOUSNESS AMONG THE IGBO.

Dept of African and Asian Linguistics

University of Lagos

Abstract

In the past, the Igbo were so conscious of strict adherence to their cultural beliefs and practices that they vehemently resisted infiltration of any alien culture and never compromised handing down due sanctions to those who breached the norm. In spite of their earlier resistance to the imposition of western ways of life on them, the Igbo ironically later embraced western civilization to the point of being berated “for their excessive pursuit of western values to the detriment of things Igbo” (Emenyonu, 1978: 190). Thus, today’s Igbo society has witnessed a great deal of culture-change, evident in the new perspectives from which the Igbo look at and do things.

      This paper identifies and discusses some of the areas of Igbo life where culture-change is manifest. While the paper advocates that the Igbo identity and culture must not be compromised, it recognizes that we cannot shy away from the reality of change occasioned by modernity and contact with the outside world. It is, therefore, stressed that one way of revamping the declining interest in our culture is by reforming and repackaging those aspects that no longer appeal to the modern minds so as to make them acceptable, especially in this age of globalization/ICT. We conclude by making some recommendations on strategies to be devised in ensuring cultural reforms that will benefit both the Igbo at home and in the Diaspora.

J. Akuma Johnston Kalu


Western Kentucky University

Igbo Affirmations: What We Mean When We Say 'Igbo Kwenu'”

This presentation will help the youth to see “Igbo Kwenu” not only as a form of verbal art but also as the expression of Igbo affirmations.  

Using contemporary texts in his collection, the presenter will demonstrate the lore, belief, thought, and values that the Igbo affirm

when they respond to “Igbo Kwenu.”   

Maduawuchi Stanislaus Ogbonna


Church of St. Peter

ABSTRACT

Survival of Omenala Igbo in postmodernity

Ability to adapt and integrate into strange or new environments is both the strongest asset and the greatest weakness of Ndigbo. It seems that Ndigbo in an attempt to please and accommodate other people suppress and lose their cultural heritage – Omenala Igbo. Several people and organizations have predicted that Igbo language would be extinct in a matter of a few decades from now. Igbo educated elite has expressed an outrage at the very notion that our distinct identity and language could be lost soon, however, that outrage has yet to produce any reasonable pattern of action to prevent the inevitable.  Much has been said about how to promote Igbo language and culture. Since our first contact with the Europeans, Igbo intelligentsias have always been the role models in Igboland. Through the acquisition of western education, in the estimation of Ndigbo, the educated elite have replaced the awesome White man. Bekee wu agbara (the white man is a spirit/superhuman). Western education came to Ndigbo through the Christian missionaries; it is understandable therefore that a greater majority of Igbo intelligentsia were Christians earlier in their lives. Conversion to Christianity was a desirable action for the up-and-coming Igbo elite. That conversion was acceptable to Ndigbo as an alternative to being raised to worship like our ancestors did. Understandably therefore, a majority of the educated Igbo elite who were also converts to Christianity were not versed in Omenala Igbo.  But today a greater majority of them are secular persons, who are neither practicing Christians nor adherents to the beliefs of our forefathers.  However, they are expected to lead the way in the promotion and preservation of that in which they are no experts. Only in few instances do Ndigbo who are experts in their chosen professions are also versed in Omenala Igbo. Living today in a world full of competing ideologies contrary to the beliefs and neither values of both Christianity and Omenala Igbo many educated Igbo elite are secular persons.  Though they are neither practicing Christians nor adherents of Omenala Igbo, yet they are the leaders of thought and role models who have a responsibility to work for the survival Omenala Igbo. Language is the vehicle for the transmission of every culture. Hence, Igbo intelligentsia must lead the way towards the preservation of our cultural heritage through speaking Igbo among ourselves. We will also transmit Igbo cultural heritage to the next generation by wearing Igbo clothes, listening to Igbo music (which is full of wisdom), eating Igbo foods (which are healthier), and celebrating birth, marriage and death like Ndigbo.  We can start today; it is not too late to do so. But if we fail to start now, we will be responsible for the disappearance of our language and culture. Ana ekwu ekwu ana eme eme.

Zebulon S.C. Okoye

University of Jos

SOCIO-HISTORICAL AND ALLIED FACTORS IN THE DECLINE OF THE SPOKEN USE OF IGBO LANGAUGE

Language, as a means of communicating ideas, feelings and desires, is not static but responds to the progressive social evolution of the language owners. And how successfully a language responds to social evolutionary dynamics and remains relevant would depend on its resilience. Thus, the utility of the language would decline if it fails to effectively keep pace with civilization.

Eddy Onuoha


Izu Umunna Cultural Association, Jos, Nigeria
THE IMPERATIVES OF LEADERSHIP AND VALUE SYSTEMS IN COMTEMPORARY IGBO NATION

Abstract

The Nigeria/Biafra Civil War ended with a regrettable devastation of leadership and value systems of the Igbo nation. Several people including our own legend Chinua Achebe have located our leadership problem on the quality or absence of quality leadership.

Added to this assertion is the unfortunate breakdown or criminal neglect of the driving force of our core value systems to enhance the emergence of quality leaders. Leadership is very critical whether in the family, town union, age grade, state, or even in Oha-na-eze level in Igbo nation of our time. Even economists have agreed that the progress of a nation no longer depend on the wealth or national endowment of the nation but on the core values exposed by the nation. Values like, knowledge, responsibility transparency, honesty, accountability, hard work, skills, information are some of the core requirements for development. It is the responsibility of leaders to drive these core values. 

Pre-war Igbo leaders like Nnamdi Azikiwe and M I Okpara have demonstrated such exemplary leadership and driven these core values to the historic point of Eastern Nigeria being rated as the fastest growing economy of that period. Again leadership is that point where we can all look at and feel reassured that our hope is alive.

The potentials are still much around us but the Nigeria nation has consistently worked against actualization of these core values of the Igbo nation and by extension the entire Nigeria developmental gear box engine. Our value systems have been devasted from outside, and our institutions for promoting and advancement of our core cultural and traditional values have been eroded. Our self-esteem has been corroded to a complex level. These cherished cultural and traditional values can still be regained only if the Igbo nation, backed by requisite political will, embarked on concerted initiatives designed to address the root causes of their decline.

Mmeremikwu Fiac Ifeanyi


Imo State


The Status of Women in Igbo Economics/Commercial Enterprise

Abstract:

This paper aims at ex-raying the status of women in Igbo economy/ Commercial enterprises. Taking cognizance of who the Igbo people are, and their cosmological background, one sees the need to re-examine the place of the Igbo women with regard to Igbo civilization and development. Although women in general occupy prominent places in the economic Endeavour, yet there are instance that need to be re-examined in order to create a positive avenue for a holistic projection of the womanhood. These prospects when properly presented would be in line with the gender-sensitive phenomenon of our contemporary issues that are summed up in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS)

Rachel R. Reynolds


Drexel University

Student Motivation for Studying Igbo at Universities in the U.S.

Drawing on a survey of 400 students in 19 different language courses, this paper examines the motivation of university level students for studying various languages.  The data includes a set of surveys from class of beginner level Igbo language students.  By comparing the motivations and reported experiences of the Igbo language studies students with other students in other language classrooms, we can see specific patterns that draw students into the study of Igbo languages.  After sharing a description of survey methodology and a set of broad trends in language enrollment, this paper recommends:  tailor made heritage courses in Igbo language with an emphasis on all aspects of Igbo cultural studies; an agenda to encourage adult Igbo language speakers living abroad to encourage their children to study Igbo language; and a discussion of how Igbo language learning at the college level in the U.S. can bridge cultural gaps within families that span first and second generation Igbo immigrants.

G.N. Uzoigwe

Missisppi State University, Starkville

Prelude to Secession and War: The Nigerian Census Crisis, 1962-1963

The Nigerian Civil War ended thirty-eight years ago. Unfortunately Nigerian historians have failed to pay serious attention to its causes and the secession of the Eastern Region that directly led to it. This seeming indifference, the paper suggests, is a reflection of the national mood that would rather sweep the rise of Biafra and the civil war under the carpet than confront them seriously in the hope that Nigerians and their leaders would avoid the mistakes of the past. Whatever views and commentaries made about this great tragedy of Nigerian history have come mainly from political scientists, usually incidentally, in their studies of what they seem to regard as more important themes. Sometimes the work Biafra, when it occurs at all, is put in parenthesis as is the Biafran state was not a reality while it lasted. Nowhere is this indifference more evident than in the examination of the 1962 and 1963 populaion enumeration crisis that first challenged the corporate existence of independent Nigeria

Prof. Pita Ejiofor

Subakwa Project, Nigeria

Keynote Address: A SNAP SHOT OF THE BAD HEALTH CONDITION OF THE IGBO LANGUAGE

Abstract

The prediction that the Igbo language might get extinct in the next few decades unless Ndigbo change their attitude to their language has been heard by many Igbos. Unfortunately, many Igbos either do not believe it or behave as if they do not care about it. Some are even of the opinion that the Igbo Language is bouncing in health, yet they, like many of us, have never written a one-page passage in Igbo in the past ten years, and, apart from some passages in the Holy Bible, have not spent up to five minutes reading something written in Igbo in the past ten years. For millions of Ndigbo in Diaspora, many of whose children do not understand Igbo language, does it not occur to them that they might become the last generation of millennia-old lineage that would speak Igbo Language, after which that legacy handed over for generations from father to son, down to their own fathers, would terminate with them? Do they not observe that the children of their Hausa and Yoruba compatriots residing in the same city and neighborhood, attending the same white-dominated schools, do speak their native languages?

Emeka Williams Obiozor

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania

Culture and Education: The Significance of Names in Igboland

Key Words:  Education
Culture
Igbo
 Names
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Teaching    Global      Tradition

Africa

Abstract

What is in a name? This question has always been asked in different occasions whenever issues concerning people’s names arise. African and global cultures have great attachment and interpretation to the names given to children. Names could be interpreted to be reflective, thoughtful, secretive, serious, ambitious, restless, promotional and analytical in a person. Names can also depict an individual’s mind—a thought, desires, opinions, likes, dislikes, reactions (Kabalarian Philosophy, 2007).  

Furthermore, names tell a lot about the profoundly polytheistic religious African tribe called the Igbos. Naming of children in the Igbo ethnology communicate the Igbo traditional values and practices more than any other vehicle of their culture.  

This paper will explore the significance of native Igbo names and provide insights on how these names influence traditional education and socialization of children to a people whose concept of law is rooted in tribal jurisprudence and complex arguments of ethical principles and unique heritage. 
Reference

Kabalarian philosophy: A complete guide to life. Retrieved November 13, 2007, from 

http://www.kabalarians.com/cfm/whatis.cfm

Obiora Udechukwu
Igbo Discourse: Tradition and Modernity

Considering this year’s conference will focus on Igbo culture and language, presentations for this panel will be entirely in Igbo. It is said that when mother goat is chewing the cud, her young watches the motions of her mouth. There are people who speak Igbo daily – from morning to night. It is through them that Igbo language remains alive today, its survival depends on them, and it is from them that all Igbo people (especially hose living abroad) should learn the foundations and practices of Igbo discourse. Our panel will cover traditional performance, song and narrative; it will also present a sample of what some people with higher education are doing with Igbo today.

1.  Emmanuel Obiechina will discuss minstrelsy (the work of people like Ezigbo 

     Obiligbo).

2.  Chukwuma Azuonye will discuss and read from his translation of Chinua Achebe’s 

     Things Fall Apart.

3.  Phanuel Egejuru, until recently a resident of New Orleans, will read poems she wrote 

     about Katrina.

4.  Omaa Chukwurah-Orezabo will give a performance of Igbo folktales.

5.  Paul Onovoh will discuss “Akara Igbo,” an Internet discussion list conducted in Igbo.

Obiwu


Central State University

To Eat or Not to Eat: Achebe and the End of Proverbs

Against the backdrop of an apparent desexualization of the Igbo novel by Chinua Achebe, this paper argues that proverbs functions as metonymic instrument of dissimulation and litotes in Things that Fall Apart. By unpacking a wide range of proverbs and their applications in the novel, the paper points to underlying sexual games and organizing principle, which have been taken for, granted in hitherto studies of TFA.

Obiwu


Central State University

Achebe’s Fathers

An alternate title for Things That Fall Apart, if Achebe had thought it necessary, would have been Lawrentian, like “Sons and Fathers.” In other words, Achebe does not only resist the all too distracting implications of such sexual identitarianism, he in fact masks and negates the phallocentric overdetermination of his fictional endgame. This paper argues that the primary game of TFA (and in fact Achebe’s fiction generally) may be summarized in one sentence: “My phallus is bigger than yours.” It is from this perspective that further meaning can be made of the death drive of Unoka, his son Okonkwo, his grandson Nwoye, and the partriarchalist Umuofia which both sires them and circumscribes their exit.

Onwuneme Dom G.C.

Anambra State University

Toward Igbo Cultural Renaissance

Abstract

Right from the first day of colonial invasion and conquest up to the present day, the history of the Igbos has become the progressive deterioration of this trauma of disintegration. Littler wonder then that what the colonial system bequeathed the colonized was nothing but a system of perpetual impoverishment and the cultural stagnation.

The Igbo tribe, known and recognized throughout the world as of the of tribes in the world gifted with the rare qualities of high mental capacity; unflagging spirit of enterprise; and stubborn will for originality, creativity and novelty, must be at the vanguard of this continental renaissance. The words of its foremost statesman, the Zik of Africa, will always be a guiding principle. “It would seem”, he said, “that the God of Africa has specially created the Igbo nation to lead the children of Africa from the bondage of the ages.” This Zikist vision and prophecy for the emerging greatness of the Igbo nation will certainly be realized when the Igbo culture takes its vanguard role in the cultural renaissance of the entire continent. Right now, the situation of the Igbo culture looks gloomy, bleak and discouraging. The transitory cloud of confusion that marks the present moment must not daunt the spirit of any Igbo. The present crises are necessary and dense with purpose. The represent the necessary steps toward the blossoming of a solid cultural regeneration.

Every right thinking Igbo must therefore avail himself of the acceleration of this cultural regeneration, which will unify the Igbos and put them on the true path of the cultural progress. Following the Igbo cultural sense of freedom, their Renaissance must follow a well-specified process of systematic engagement. In view of this, the application of three-fold successive steps is envisaged: the consensus philosophy of Igbo-Kwenu; the promotion of a true spirit of pan-Igboism; and the synthesis of cultural renascence.

Jude Aguwa


Mercy College

Title of paper: Agwu – the Igbo god of Medicine and Divination  

 Agwu is one of the gods of Igbo religion. It is revered as the patron spirit of herbal medicine and divination. Agwu is however, feared because it is extremely capriciousness.  Healers and diviners receive their calling from Agwu.  But those who are called must first suffer call-affliction in a form of illness. Those individuals that overcome the call- affliction become successful healers and diviners. 

This paper will examine the linguistic, onomastic, anthropological, artistic and medical ideas about Agwu, which have flourished in Igbo culture from the distant past.  It also will examine some aspects of the divinatory and healing practices. Finally, it will appraise the survivability of Agwu-related concepts and practices as modern medicine becomes increasingly available, even in remote places.   

Chukwuma Azuonye

University of Massachusetts

Chi and Eke in Traditional Igbo Thought

There is a tendency in the exiting literature to abstract and discuss the concept of chi in isolation from and without due reference to, to the interrelated concept of eke (from ke, “to create,” hence pre-incarnational life plan created by individual before returning from the spirit to the human world). In contrast to the postcolonial scholarly habit, the close interrelationship between chi and eke is constantly evident in everyday Igbo speech, especially among the older disappearing generations. From my conversations (some tape-recorded) with representatives if these generations, it seems rather clear that (in Igbo belief) each individual’s self-created eke (the life plan) is the raison of d’etre of the personal god (chi)- a divine agency or aspect of the supreme chi (Chi Ukwu) assigned of his eke. The argument will be illustrated with reference to proverbs, folktales, oral poetry and testimonies of the interviewed elders, towards a better understanding of chi-na-eke as cardinal principle of the cyclical Igbo world view. Excerpts from my long poem in Igbo, Eke Oma, will precede and conclude that presentation.

J. Akuma-Kalu Njoku

Western Kentucky University

“’There’s got to be a tortoise in it’: That is in an Igbo Folktale Session”

Against the cultural assumption that, in Ohafia Igbo oral tradition, there has got to be a tortoise story or a folktale session is incomplete, I plane to organize a folktale panel that includes audience participation. The panel will engage participants in the telling and exploration of tortoise stories. From the stories generated in the session the panel, together with the participating audience, will look for central ideas and potential meanings, values, and beliefs that make the tortoise relevant in Igbo Igbo folktale. Through the spot formal descriptive and interpretive analyses of the narratives, the panel will hope to come to some conclusions about Igbo language, thought and action that will validate storytelling as an acceptable cultural device for continuing Igbo community traditions in the Igbo Diaspora.

Sabine Jell-Bahlsen
Slaughter of the Gods –Who will remember the Igbo story?

Against reports of abuse and destruction, this paper proposes an urgent need for taking an in depth look at Igbo masquerade performances, to acknowledge, study and preserve indigenous knowledge of the cultural contents, contexts and history encapsulated in Igbo artistic expressions, before they are denigrated to a carnival, or lapse into oblivion and obscurity. Owu is one of the eight major Igbo masking traditions outlined by Aniakor and Cole (Igbo Arts). Owu is a major institution of the Oru-Igbo and more than artistic entertainment; Owu is an integral to multiple components of culture, including but not limited to: cosmology and philosophy, social culture, political organization, gender, economics, psychology, art history, oral literature, and history. >> Owu is an institution on which most of Oguta’s custom is hinged >> (Azogu, 85). An annihilation of the masquerade – as has happened elsewhere – would amount to the dismantling of the local culture; Despite limitations of secrecy, engaging Owu in serious study is an imperative for understanding Igbo culture, commemorating its history, and transmitting its knowledge to the next generation while we still can – each passing of an elder equals the burning of a library.

Bellarmine Olejurumulo Ezuma


Howard University

Proliferation of Igbo Names: An Intrinsic Technique in Preserving the Igbo Culture

Abstract:

Colonization, imperialism, civilization, and globalization have all shared in the blame of reasons that the African languages especially the Igbo language, are relegated to the lower base of the binary opposition vis-à-vis the western language(s).  This ideological passing of the blame has always played a perfect distracting role that ultimately obscures the Igbos’ rationalization in redefining their culture.  This paper suggests that the proliferation of Igbo names, among other practices, will serve as a measure that will aid the preservation of the Igbo culture.  The five steps of Critical Theory paradigm are applied; first, the phenomenon of the near extinction of the Igbo culture is analyzed as a critical problem; second, the oppressors and the oppressed are identified, including the effect of this problem to the Igbo culture since language embodies culture and it is an instrument through which culture and ideologies are transferred. Third, the paper traces the historical development of this problem including the colonial and indigenous contributions. Fourth, the resistance that has posed a challenge to solving this problem including lack of funding for Igbo language studies, and the two schools of thought on the indigenous language usage – the Functionalist and the Nationalist views are discussed.  Finally, as inherent in every critical study, a recommendation of the promotion of Igbo names is posed as an emancipatory practice that will bring a positive change. In addition to serving as an identification for the bearer, possessing an Igbo name will compel one to seek the meaning and root of such name if only out of curiosity.

Caroline Mbonu, HHCJ, Ph.D.

An Igbo Concept of “Chi”:

Towards a Recovery of Equal Value of Persons in Contemporary Igbo Society

ABSTRACT

In this paper I explore the liberative potentials of the Chi in Igbo cosmology.  Specifically, I investigate how the Chi promotes the equal value of persons in traditional Igbo society.  The thought of the Chi as a vehicle for human promotion stems from the Igbo fundamental belief that human beings are born equal: Chi anaghi aka ibe ya, literal meaning, “no chi is greater than the other.” The equality of Chi simultaneously undergirds the Igbo rugged egalitarianism and communalism that sustains its republican ethos.  The Igbo considers him/herself as good as everyone else and in matters of communal interest “a woman, like a man, is expected to speak her mind,” Joseph Thérèse Agbasiere posits.  Fundamentally, the sense of equal value of persons secures human dignity.  In addition, this study attempts to deconstructs the notion of Chi ahaghi otu, literal meaning “there is no equality of Chi,” a growing trend that tends to foster unbridled individualistic mores, which inclines to disrupt the Igbo sense of community. While allowing for the development of human capability, the idea of the Chi can provide individuals the opportunity to expand their horizons.  Such notion allows for a more responsible sense of creativity.  Because self-interest motivates communal interest, a healthy notion of Chi supports the common good.  Moreover, a putative dual-sex socio-political arrangement in traditional Igbo societies reinforces equal value of both genders that supports human flourishing.  This research employs insights from the Igbo culture and religious traditions and Christian Scripture. While the Igbo socio-cultural structure in pre-Western/Christian era furnishes the background, the study remains a foreground in the contemporary rights theories.  Thus, the moral rights language becomes the critical tool for my analysis. In the end, the idea of Chi can become the hermeneutical key that unlocks and makes possible the abundant life in contemporary Igbo society.  

Ada Uzoamaka Azodo, Ph.D


Indiana University Northwest

Quand tu hésites sur le chemin à emprunter, regarde d’où tu viens.

[When you are hesitant about which way to go, look back to your point of departure].

· Senegalese proverb

Logically speaking, it would seem that the choice of the writer’s linguistic medium should precede the message inherent in the literature, whereas the opposite is true with postcolonial studies of African literature. Through a language code, a given writer expresses his or her individuality, as well as the culture of the community that has given birth to the literature. In this paper, focus is on Chinua Achebe’s igboized English in his 1958 seminal novel, Things Fall Apart. It is a form of language expressly designed to carry his peculiar message and conception of literature in the 1960s when Nigeria was facing vicissitudes of history, not to mention the dawn of the nineteenth-century, the actual setting of the novel, when the Igbo country faced the shock of the meeting with the British imperial forces. Achebe had cause to worry seriously about the survival of the Igbo language and culture under British colonization in the present and in the past, looking back to the British forceful subjugation of his people. Some important questions come to mind: In writing, did Achebe forgo the Igbo language he set out to recapture in his novel? Did said language as recaptured become an obstacle to his conception of literature? How does one stem the rapid decline of proficiency in the Igbo language at home and in the diaspora today among the youth? For three illustrious literary critics, B. Ashcroft, G. Griffiths and H Tiffin, the literary writer must employ the double and successive processes of abrogation and appropriation, in order to mirror and comprehend the state the society, including the use and nonuse of such things as language and culture. In examining Chinua Achebe’s restructuring and adaptation of the Igbo language to the English, I seek to underline the need for the capitation and transformation of the Igbo language at the present historic time of changing values and norms.

� . Ogbu Kalu, “The Big Drum for A Warrior, Being a Citation on Professor Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo,” Third Annual Ahiajoku Lecture, 1981, http://ahiajoku.igbonet.com/1981/
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